Dear aspiring author,

For some time now I’ve been trying to find tips that I thought new writers might find useful. I
know that huge numbers of writers enter contests and are disappointed when they don’t win. I
don’t know how many contestants take the time after to look at the score sheets to see exactly why
they received the scores that they did. So I decided to put up a contest score sheet for you to look
at before entering contests.

The form I’m putting here is a sort of a prototype of what a lot of RWA chapters use in the
judging process. Every chapter uses their own forms and make changes as necessary. The areas
being scored are the things that the contest coordinators have found through the years of entering
contests and submitting to editors and agents are the points that a writer’s work seem to be
judged on. This is called..., INDUSTRY STANDARD. Since writers are writing to sell to the
industry you need to know what the industry is looking for.

Since we’re in such a litigious (suing) society I have to put in a disclaimer that the contests you
enter may or may not use these same questions to judge your entry. Feel free to use or dismiss the
info.

I will give you a personal note on this. Before I became published I decided to use my chapter’s
score sheet to critique my own work. It didn’t matter that I wasn’t entering contests I still knew
that the scoring sheets were relevant and would be what an editor or agent would be looking for
when reviewing my work. I was a contest coordinator for several years with my local RWA
chapter. Based on feedback we made changes that would give the writers greater useful feedback.
You can contact most RWA chapters before you enter to ask for a score sheet. Some will give
them to you. That way you can know if your work meets the criteria and if not you can do
revisions before you enter the contest.

One little tip though from me to you: Since there can only be one winner in a contest enter them
for feedback. And if you win then that’s just gravy. But I would advise looking at the form. Good
luck in your writing and in your contesting.

Dyanne Davis



Entry Code Judge Code

Manuscript Title:
Targeted Line:
Complete Manuscript Word Count:

Judging Guidelines: 9-10 = Ready for an editor’s desk
7-8 = Minor revisions needed
5-6 = Shows promise, but more revisions needed
3-4 = Extensive revisions necessary
1-2 = Writer should review this concept before revising

Note to Judges: You are encouraged to write comments directly on the manuscript, as well as additional
comments on this score sheet. The text fields below will expand to allow you unlimited space to type
your comments. Only the category coordinator will score the presentation section (1a). Also, only use
whole numbers — no partial points.

Judging Element Description Score
la. Presentation Formatted according to industry standards and Enter a score
contest requirement from 1-5:

Coordinator’s Comments:

1b. Mechanics Grammar, spelling, and punctuation meet industry Enter a score
standards from 1-5:

Judge’s Comments:

2. Hooks Story opening grabs reader’s attention with an Enter a score
interesting opening line or situation; starts at the from 1-10:
correct place. Chapter ending makes the reader want
to turn the page.

Judge’s Comments:

3. Setting Setting is clearly defined without extraneous detail; | Enter a score
non-intrusive. Writer takes advantage of from 1-10:
opportunities to ground reader by using the five
senses and a sense of time and place.

Judge’s Comments:

4. Characterization | Hero and/or Heroine display traits and flaws; Enter a score
character traits are shown rather than told. Goals and | from 1-10:
motivation create genuine conflict (not contrived),
and secondary characters, if present, are necessary
and non-intrusive.




Judge’s Comments:

5. Plot Plot is skillfully set up; believable (or reader is able | Enter a score
to suspend disbelief). Conflict is realistic and not from 1-10:
easily resolved because of misunderstanding. Sexual
and/or dramatic tension is present or implicit.

Judge’s Comments:

6. Conflict What’s at stake for the Hero and/or Heroine? Can the | Enter a score
reader identify it? from 1-10:

Judge’s Comments:

7. Dialogue Dialogue is balanced with narrative, is appropriate to | Enter a score
the genre, moves the story forward, and sounds from 1-10:
natural/realistic.

Judge’s Comments:

8. Narrative Narrative moves the story forward. Background Enter a score
information is presented at appropriate time and in from 1-10:
character viewpoint rather than author-intrusive.
Point-of-view is clear and transitions are smooth and
unobtrusive.

Judge’s Comments:

9. Pacing The entry flows well through the chapter, and every | Enter a score
scene is essential to the story. from 1-10:

Judge’s Comments:

10. Overall Story has potential; reader wants to know what Enter a score
Impression happens next. Writing is vivid, evocative, and from 1-10:
appropriate to the genre. Writer uses humor and/or
drama effectively. Writer is a “storyteller.”

Judge’s Comments:

Total Score 0
Description Score

Tie-breaker #1 Rank how likely you would be to read this whole Enter a score from
manuscript. 1-10:

Tie-breaker #2 Rank how likely you would be to purchase this book | Enter a score from
in a store if it were published. 1-10:




Please include any additional comments here:

Optional Judge Information to provide to the contestant — select all that apply:

Published in romance
Published other
Golden Heart finalist
Other contest award
RWA Pro
Unpublished

N [



